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The Kennedy Center's 60th Awards
Dinner and Annual Meeting held on
April 28 at the Bridgeport Holiday
Inn featured eleven outstanding
individuals and companies who
were named recipients of community,
consumer and employer awards.

As part of the evening's festivities,
motivational speaker JJaassoonn  CCrriigglleerr
and his sister MMaarrjjoorriiee of New York
City recounted their amazing story.
Jason, a young guitarist in New York
City, overcame the physical and
emotional trauma of recovering
from a stroke. Over 200 guests were
in attendance to celebrate this
nationally accredited rehabilitation
organization's 60th anniversary.

The top honor of the event was
awarded to DDoorrootthhyy  BBaannnnooww  LLaarrssoonn
of Easton, Lifetime Director of The
Kennedy Center Board of Directors,
who was recognized as the 22001111
wwiinnnneerr  ooff  TThhee  KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr
VViissiioonn  AAwwaarrdd..  

As Martin D. Schwartz, President
and CEO of The Kennedy Center

noted, “For over 50 years, Dorothy
Bannow Larson has been a great sup-
porter and friend of The Kennedy
Center. In addition, she has helped
make the Greater Bridgeport area a
better place for people from all back-
grounds, abilities, and needs. Her phi-
lanthropy and leadership roles are
legendary.” 

Other award recipients included
CCaallvvaarryy  EEvvaannggeelliiccaall  FFrreeee  CChhuurrcchh of
Trumbull, who was singled out for
the CCoommmmuunniittyy  SSeerrvviiccee  AAwwaarrdd;
TTeeaavvaannaa with a store in Trumbull
and a warehouse in Stratford, was
named IInndduussttrryy  ooff  tthhee  YYeeaarr; the
QQuuaalliittyy  IInnnn  ooff  MMiillffoorrdd received the
CCoommppeettiittiivvee  EEmmppllooyyeerr  ooff  tthhee  YYeeaarr
AAwwaarrdd; MMiicchhaaeell  HHooffffmmaann received the
MMeeddiiaa  AAwwaarrdd; SSuuppppoorrtteedd  EEmmppllooyyeeee ooff
tthhee  YYeeaarr was awarded to CCaallvviinn
CCllaarrkk of Derby; recipient of the
JJaammeess  RReebbeettaa  AAwwaarrdd was MMiicchhaaeell
DDoonnaahhuuee of Trumbull; recognized as
VVoolluunntteeeerr  ooff  tthhee  YYeeaarr was TToonnii
WWeeddggee  of Stratford; two individuals
received the CCoommppeettiittiivvee  EEmmppllooyyeeee  ooff

tthhee  YYeeaarr:  PPeetteerr  BBrraaddeeeenn of Westport
and JJeeffffrreeyy  PPrruusshhkkoo of Shelton; and
the SSiillvveerr  BBoowwll  PPrreesseennttaattiioonn, an award
originated by the Kennedy Center's
late founder Evelyn Kennedy, was
given to DDoottttiiee  KKeelllleerrssmmaann of
Huntington/ Shelton, a most devot-
ed and committed volunteer.

To celebrate the 60th Anniversary,
several informative breakout ses-
sions were presented to families and
the public before the dinner. JJoohhnn
KKrraammeerr,,  PPhh..  DD..,,  CChhaaiirr  ooff  tthhee  SSiibblliinnggss
LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp  NNeettwwoorrkk made a presen-
tation on Siblings of Siblings with
Special Needs and DDrr..  GGeerraarrdd
KKeerriinnss,,  FFAACCPP,,  SSeeccttiioonn  CChhiieeff  ooff
GGeerriiaattrriiccss  aatt  tthhee  HHoossppiittaall  ooff  SStt..
RRaapphhaaeell  iinn  NNeeww  HHaavveenn spoke to
families about the concerns of
Alzheimer’s and Down syndrome.
The highlight of the evening was a
tribute video that was presented
about our founder, Evelyn Kennedy,
who passed away this last December,
who was a true visionary and pio-
neer in the world of disabilities.

Past Chairs of The Kennedy Center Board of Directors join
Marty Schwartz, President & CEO, in celebrating the 60th
Anniversary. From l to r: Barbara Green, David Kmetz, Gil
Kellersman, Dottie Larson, Peter Foley (new Chair), Isobel
Broadhurst, Doug Brown, Herb Moorin & David Calliari.

David Kmetz with co-
chairs Mary Brown and
Rachelle Mitchell.

Juergen Link of Teavana
accepts the Industry of
the Year from Bill Gill.

Lee Forshaw presents
Peter Bradeen with
Employee of the Year.

Marty with Volunteer of
the Year, Toni Wedge
and David Kmetz.

Marty with Quality Inn
Mgr. Heather Camacho,
Joan Nassef & George
Sarantis.

Kathie Cepetelli & Gil
Kellersman present Michael
Donahue the James
Rebeta Award.

Stephanie Knight presents
Jeffrey Prushko with
Employee of the Year.

Supported Employee of
the Year, Calvin Clark
with Marty & Sean Mayne

Marty Schwartz presents
Dottie Larson with the 2011
Vision Award.

Past Chair, Gil Kellersman
passes the gavel to new
Chair Peter Foley.

Dottie Kellersman is present-
ed the Silver Bowl Award by
Marty Schwartz.
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PPAARRTTNNEERRSS
PPRROOGGRRAAMM
HHEELLPPIINNGG  TTEEEENNSS  PPRREEPPAARREE  
FFOORR  TTHHEE  AADDUULLTT  WWOORRLLDD

TTooddaayy  mmoorree  tthhaann  eevveerr,,  iitt  iiss  eexxttrreemmeellyy  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  ttoo  llaanndd  aann  eennttrryy--
lleevveell  jjoobb  rriigghhtt  oouutt  ooff  hhiigghh  sscchhooooll,, especially with the current eco-
nomic climate.  However, imagine if you have a disability: the job
search for a new graduate could even be more complicated. Any of
our lives could change in an instant; it could happen to any of us
at any time or moment. 

That is why the PPaarrttnneerrss  PPrrooggrraamm was created by The Kennedy
Center. This program's purpose is to help special needs students up
to age 21 prepare for the adult world and gain independence.
Students who have autism, emotional disturbances, significant
learning disabilities, physical challenges or social challenges, are
taught life and vocational skills they need to be prepared for in the
real world.

““TThhee  KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr  hhaass  aa  ttrraacckk  rreeccoorrdd  ooff  ssuucccceessss  aanndd  hhaass  wwoorrkkeedd
wwiitthh  oovveerr  3355  sscchhooooll  ssyysstteemmss  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  ssttaattee,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  tthhoossee
iinn  FFaaiirrffiieelldd,,  NNeeww  HHaavveenn,,  MMiiddddlleesseexx  aanndd  LLiittcchhffiieelldd  CCoouunnttiieess,,"" said
Sara Purdy, Intake & Transition Services Manager at The Kennedy
Center. "We assist students of all ages in a variety of capacities, so
they function as contributing adults within the community." 

This program works as an extension of the classroom.  By partner-
ing with our local schools, TThhee  KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr  iiss  aabbllee  ttoo  ooffffeerr
mmaannyy  sseerrvviicceess  tthhaatt  wwiillll  aallllooww  ssttuuddeennttss  ttoo  ggoo  bbeeyyoonndd  tthhee  ttrraaddiittiioonn--
aall  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  aanndd  vveennttuurree  iinnttoo  aa  wwoorrlldd  ooff  ssuucccceessss  bbyy  ooffffeerriinngg
ppeerrssoonn--cceenntteerreedd  ppllaannnniinngg  ccuussttoommiizzeedd  ttoo  eeaacchh  ssttuuddeenntt''ss  nneeeeddss..

AAss  aann  eexxaammppllee,,  TThhee  KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr  ooffffeerrss  aa  mmoonntthhllyy  SSoocciiaall  CClluubb
ffoorr  ssttuuddeennttss  eennrroolllleedd  iinn  tthhee  PPaarrttnneerrss  PPrrooggrraamm..  “By nature, a per-
son with a disability is sometimes socially isolated and needs to
develop more social skills," noted Purdy.  “Our program encourages
the participants to attend activities such as bowling parties, movie
nights and other celebrations. The results have been amazing!" 

Since the program's inception, hundreds of children have success-
fully participated. The Kennedy Center works together to build a
strong partnership between family, school and community.  TThhee
aaggeennccyy  pprroovviiddeess  aalltteerrnnaattiivvee  rreessoouurrcceess  tthhrroouugghh  nnaattuurraall  eexxppeerriieenncceess
aanndd  rreeddiissccoovveerriieess  ffoorr  ssttuuddeennttss..  

TThhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  sseerrvviicceess  aarree  ooffffeerreedd:: work skills development, voca-
tional skills evaluation, career planning and placement, job training
and coaching, community independence training, independent liv-
ing skills training, supported employment training services, service
coordination/case management services, social/leisure planning
and support, travel training, behavioral services, and community
experience and inclusion.

The Kennedy Center is currently receiving referrals for the
Partners Program for students age 16 to 21. Please call Sara Purdy,
Intake & Transition Services Manager at The Kennedy Center, Inc.,
203-365-8522, ext. 248, for information.

OOPPPPOORRTTUUNNIITTIIEESS
UUNNLLIIMMIITTEEDD
CCAAMMPP  TTEEPPEEEE
Camp is usually the highlight of the summer for most children.  For 
Jessica of Stratford, it holds special meaning for this 10-year-old as
well as The Kennedy Center staff, and Kennedy Center volunteers
who make Camp Tepee in Monroe so enjoyable.

“Jessica absolutely loves Camp Tepee and thrives in
this outstanding summer program," said her mom
Debi Wills. “We have tried other camps with my
daughter and Camp Tepee has the best staff and
activities in the region. Jessica's favorite activity is
swimming. OOuurr ffaammiillyy  aapppprreecciiaatteess  tthhee  ccoonnssttaanntt
ccaarree  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssttaaffff  aanndd  vvoolluunntteeeerr  aaiiddeess  ffrroomm  TThhee
KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr..""        

FFoorr  oovveerr  1155  yyeeaarrss,,  TThhee  KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr  aanndd  CCaammpp
TTeeppeeee  hhaavvee  mmaaddee  ccaammpp  eexxttrraa  ssppeecciiaall  ffoorr  aa  ttoottaall  ooff  oovveerr  440000  aarreeaa
cchhiillddrreenn  wwiitthh  ddiissaabbiilliittiieess..  TThhrroouugghh  TThhee  KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr''ss
OOppppoorrttuunniittiieess  UUnnlliimmiitteedd  PPrrooggrraamm,,  aa  cchhiilldd  wwiitthh  ddiissaabbiilliittiieess  iiss  ppaaiirreedd
oonnee--oonn--oonnee  wwiitthh  aa  ttrraaiinneedd  vvoolluunntteeeerr.. This summer nearly 40
teenagers will be volunteering in Opportunities Unlimited at Camp
Tepee. The YMCA accommodates as many children with special
needs as possible. The Kennedy Center works closely with Camp
Tepee to conduct thorough intake assessments.

“I am thrilled my daughter Sophie has
attended Camp Tepee and continues in our
family tradition," said Jaime Polatsek of
Trumbull.  “I went to Camp Tepee as a child
and am delighted she can attend this fantastic
program, too. TThheerree  aarree  nnoott  mmaannyy  ooppttiioonnss  iinn
tthhee  aarreeaa  ffoorr  ccaammppss  tthhaatt  ooffffeerr  ssoocciiaall  iinntteerraacc--
ttiioonn  wwiitthh  ttyyppiiccaall  ppeeeerrss,,"" noted Polatsek.  “Our
daughter thrives in this summer program."

OOnn  aann  aannnnuuaall  bbaassiiss,,  TThhee  KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr''ss
OOppppoorrttuunniittiieess  UUnnlliimmiitteedd  ooffffeerrss  330000  aarreeaa  cchhiillddrreenn  wwiitthh  ssppeecciiaall
nneeeeddss  aann  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ttoo  ppaarrttiicciippaattee  iinn  rreeccrreeaattiioonnaall,,  eedduuccaattiioonnaall  aanndd
ssoocciiaall  aaccttiivviittiieess  aalloonnggssiiddee  cchhiillddrreenn  wwiitthhoouutt  ddiissaabbiilliittiieess..  This unique
program targets children with special needs ranging from age 3 to
21. Participants are encouraged to develop friendships and learn
how to have a greater awareness and understanding of people with
disabilities. Children are supported out in the community in the
activity of their choice. After school or summer activities include
swimming, dance, soccer, cycling and of course, summer camp.

“This is one of my favorite programs," said Emma Genster, Youth
Inclusion Coordinator.  "Camp Tepee has been extremely generous
to campers with special needs. IItt  iiss  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  oonnllyy  ccaammppss  iinn  tthhee
aarreeaa  tthhaatt  ddooeess  nnoott  cchhaarrggee  eexxttrraa  ffoorr  ccaammppeerrss  wwiitthh  ddiissaabbiilliittiieess..""  

For information on Opportunities Unlimited, contact Karen Cubbellotti,
Children’s Services Director at 203.332.4535, ext. 337 or
kcubbellotti@kennedyctr.org
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RREEGGIIOONNAALL  MMOOBBIILLIITTYY
MMAANNAAGGEEMMEENNTT  PPRROOJJEECCTT

MMOOBBIILLIITTYY  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  PPRROOGGRRAAMM

TThhee  KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr,,  IInncc..  jjooiinnss  aa  nnaattiioonnaall  mmoovveemmeenntt  iinn  iimmpprroovviinngg
ttrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  ooppttiioonnss  ffoorr  sseenniioorrss,,  ppeeooppllee  wwiitthh  ddiissaabbiilliittiieess,,  aanndd  vveett--
eerraannss  wwiitthh  tthhee  aaddddiittiioonn  ooff  aa  RReeggiioonnaall  MMoobbiilliittyy  MMaannaaggeerr  ttoo  iittss  eexxiisstt--
iinngg  MMoobbiilliittyy  SSeerrvviicceess  PPrrooggrraamm..  

Through a competitive process, The Kennedy Center was awarded
a two-year $200,000 Federal New Freedoms Initiative grant to hire
and oversee the work of the new Regional Mobility Manager. TThhee
KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr''ss  RReeggiioonnaall  MMoobbiilliittyy  MMaannaaggeerr  wwiillll  sseerrvvee  aass  aa
rreessoouurrccee  ffoorr  aallll  ffoorrmmss  ooff  ttrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  tthhaatt  bbeenneeffiitt  sseenniioorrss,,  ppeeooppllee
wwiitthh  ddiissaabbiilliittiieess,,  aanndd  vveetteerraannss  rreessiiddiinngg  iinn  tthhee  BBrriiddggeeppoorrtt//SSttaammffoorrdd
UUrrbbaanniizzeedd  ZZoonnee..  

The Mobility Services Program of The Kennedy Center, which is 
headquartered in Trumbull and has satellite offices throughout the 

state, has a long history of helping people with disabilities and sen-
ior citizens access public transportation. TTrraavveell  ttrraaiinniinngg,,  wwhhiicchh  TThhee
KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr  hhaass  ooffffeerreedd  ssiinnccee  11999911,,  tteeaacchheess  ppeeooppllee  wwiitthh  ddiiss--
aabbiilliittiieess  aanndd  sseenniioorrss  tthhee  sskkiillllss  nneecceessssaarryy  ttoo  ssaaffeellyy  aanndd  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt--
llyy  uuttiilliizzee  rreegguullaarr  bbuuss  aanndd  ttrraaiinn  sseerrvviicceess  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  CCoonnnneeccttiiccuutt..
Since 1991, The Kennedy Center has instructed over 3,500 individ-
uals to access various forms of transportation for work, school, wor-
ship and leisure activities.  

According to Martin D. Schwartz, President and CEO of The
Kennedy Center, “I am very proud of the accomplishments our tal-
ented Mobility Services staff has achieved over the past 20 years as
statewide leaders in this field. At the same time, we are honored to
receive national recognition and funding for this important region-
al project that will ultimately improve transportation options for
seniors, people with disabilities, and veterans in Southwestern
Connecticut."                                                                      

TThhee  ccrreeaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  RReeggiioonnaall  MMoobbiilliittyy  MMaannaaggeerr  ppoossiittiioonn  iiss  tthhee
rreessuulltt  ooff  yyeeaarrss  ooff  ppllaannnniinngg  ccoonndduucctteedd  bbyy  TThhee  BBrriiddggeeppoorrtt//SSttaammffoorrdd
UUrrbbaanniizzeedd  AArreeaa''ss  LLooccaallllyy  CCoooorrddiinnaatteedd  HHuummaann  SSeerrvviicceess
TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  PPllaann  CCoommmmiitttteeee,,  ““LLOOCCHHSSTTPP""  ffoorr  sshhoorrtt.. The
LOCHSTP committee consists of representatives from area plan-
ning agencies (South Western Regional Planning Agency, Greater
Bridgeport Regional Planning Agency, Valley Council of
Governments), municipal social service officials, transit districts,
and area senior and human service providers. BBaasseedd  oonn  aa  ffeeddeerraall
mmaannddaattee  ttoo  iimmpprroovvee  ttrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  ccoooorrddiinnaattiioonn  ffoorr  sseenniioorrss,,  ppeeoo--
ppllee  wwiitthh  ddiissaabbiilliittiieess,,  aanndd  llooww--iinnccoommee  iinnddiivviidduuaallss,,  tthhee  ccoommmmiitttteeee
wwaass  ffoorrmmeedd  iinn  22000066  aanndd  cchhaarrggeedd  wwiitthh  ddeevveellooppiinngg  pprrooggrraammmmiinngg  ffoorr
tthhee  rreeggiioonn''ss  aallllooccaatteedd  ffuunnddiinngg  mmaaddee  aavvaaiillaabbllee  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  FFeeddeerraall
TTrraannssiitt  AAddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn''ss  NNeeww  FFrreeeeddoomm  PPrrooggrraamm..    The project is
also supported by the Connecticut Department of Transportation,

which generously provided match-
ing funds.  

In the early years of the LOCHSTP
planning process, gaps were discov-
ered in existing transportation serv-
ices that did not meet the needs of
seniors and people with disabilities.
Some new bus services were added
as a result of this early research, but
most were subsequently stopped due
to low ridership. TThhee  nneeww  RReeggiioonnaall
MMoobbiilliittyy  MMaannaaggeerr  wwiillll  bbee  rreessppoonnssiibbllee
ffoorr  ccoonndduuccttiinngg  rreesseeaarrcchh  ssttuuddiieess  ttoo
ggaaiinn  ggrreeaatteerr  iinnssiigghhtt  iinnttoo  sseerrvviiccee  ggaappss..

Existing transportation services will be evaluated and new destina-
tions currently not accessible for people with disabilities and sen-
iors will be determined.

In addition to researching gaps and potential solutions, the
Regional Mobility Manager will publicize existing transportation
services to seniors, people with disabilities, and veterans in
Southwest Connecticut through seminars, workshops, and other
public outreach events. TThhee  ccrreeaattiioonn  ooff  aa  wweebb  ssiittee  aanndd  tthhee  uussee  ooff
ssoocciiaall  mmeeddiiaa  aarree  ppllaannnneedd  ttoo  ddiisssseemmiinnaattee  ttrraannssiitt  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aanndd
kkeeeepp  iinntteerreesstteedd  ssttaakkeehhoollddeerrss  uuppddaatteedd  aabboouutt  tthhee  pprrooggrreessss  ooff  tthhee
RReeggiioonnaall  MMoobbiilliittyy  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  PPrroojjeecctt..

For more information, contact Karin Christley at 203.365.8522, ext.
263 or by email kchristley@kennedyctr.org. You can also follow the
program on Facebook at Know How to Go! Southwest
Connecticut

CELEBRATING THE POTENTIAL OF ALL PEOPLE
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Karin Christley, the new Regional
Mobility Manager for The Kennedy
Center.

Congratulations
to

Cabaret Alum & friend

Javier  Colon
2011 winner of 

“The Voice”

from All of us at 
The Kennedy Center



TTHHEE  KKEENNNNEEDDYY  CCEENNTTEERR  

AAUUXXIILLIIAARRYY
TTOOGGEETTHHEERR  WWEE  CCAANN  DDOO  MMOORREE

Formally established in
October of 1979 as a service
group, the Auxiliary of The
Kennedy Center is an inde-
pendent 501 (c) (3), non-profit
organization that has been a
major long-term supporter of
the agency. The Auxiliary
sponsors annual Kennedy
Center events such as the
Halloween Dance, the Summer
Bash, the Bowling Banquet and

the Valentines Dance, as well as providing necessary funds for
many of The Kennedy Center programs and services. CCoonnssiissttiinngg
ssoolleellyy  ooff  vvoolluunntteeeerrss,,  tthhee  AAuuxxiilliiaarryy  hhaass  bbeeeenn  iimmpprroovviinngg  tthhee  qquuaalliittyy
ooff  lliiffee  ooff  KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr  ccoonnssuummeerrss  ffoorr  oovveerr  3300  yyeeaarrss..  

TToo  mmeeeett  tthhiiss  ggooaall,,  tthhee  AAuuxxiilliiaarryy  ooppeerraatteess  tthhee  NNeeww  aanndd  NNeeaarrllyy  NNeeww
SShhoopp,,  llooccaatteedd  aatt  22332233  BBaarrnnuumm  AAvveennuuee,,  iinn  SSttrraattffoorrdd.. "I have 27 vol-
unteers working at the shop," says Carol Karpovich, Volunteer Manager
of the thrift shop. “A majority of them are original shop volunteers,
who have been here since the beginning and did not have any con-
nection to The Kennedy Center."

Auxiliary members remain vigilant as they anticipate the future.
““YYoouu  hhaavvee  ttoo  rreeaalliizzee  tthhaatt  wwee  aarree  wwoorrkkiinngg  ffoorr  aallll  oouurr  cchhiillddrreenn..  BBuutt
wwee  aarree  ggeettttiinngg  oollddeerr,,  wwee  wwoouulldd  lloovvee  ttoo  hhaavvee  yyoouunnggeerr  ppaarreennttss  aanndd
ootthheerr  ccoommmmuunniittyy--mmiinnddeedd  iinnddiivviidduuaallss  tthhaatt  rreeccooggnniizzee  tthhee  vvaalluuee  iinn
wwhhaatt  wwee  pprroovviiddee  ttoo  ccoommee  aanndd  vvoolluunntteeeerr"" explains Dottie
Kellersman, Auxiliary President. The Auxiliary also acknowledges
the critical importance of supporting The Kennedy Center's quality
staff.  Kellersman reports, “We donated money for the last staff train-
ing day when we were informed that the event might be cancelled
due to insufficient funding." 

Thus, in appreciation and support of our wonderful Auxiliary, TThhee  
KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr  iiss  mmaakkiinngg  aa  ssppeecciiaall  rreeqquueesstt  ttoo  ppaarreennttss,,  llooccaall  aarreeaa
ssttuuddeennttss,,  aass  wweellll  aass  ootthheerr  ccoommmmuunniittyy--mmiinnddeedd  iinnddiivviidduuaallss  wwhhoo
wwaanntt  ttoo  hheellpp  mmaakkee  aa  ddiiffffeerreennccee..  If you are interested in becoming
a member/volunteer of the Auxiliary, please contact Auxiliary
President, Dottie Kellersman at 203.944.9720 or Carol Karpovich,
New and Nearly New Shop Volunteer Manager at 203.377.5669.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

From l-r: Dottie Kellersman, Barbara-Ann
Cavanaugh, Hector Bravo, Carol Karpovich,
Carol Quinn and Shirley Piccirillo.

The Kennedy Center was awarded
a $15,000 grant from The Fairfield
County Community Foundation to
support the Center's work in The
Lighthouse Summer Programs in
Bridgeport. In order to ensure that
all families in need of summer
childcare can participate in The
Lighthouse Program, The Kennedy
Center provides experts, child
support associates and trained
interns, who understand the
unique needs of children with
physical and behavioral disabili-
ties. This grant will allow The
Kennedy Center to provide spe-
cialized supports for children with
special needs, age 5 to 13, so they
can participate in summer pro-
grams at three Bridgeport school
sites.

The Kennedy Center was awarded
a grant in the amount of $40,000
from the John H. & Ethel G.
Nobel Charitable Trust in support
of The Kennedy Center’s Norma
F. Pfriem Foundation Alzheimer’s
Center at Faust Hall in
Bridgeport. The program allows
individuals with Down syndrome
and early onset Alzheimer’s dis-
ease to remain in their communi-
ty for as long as possible.
Additionally, it provides an inte-
grated support system for the
family members who are dealing
with their loved one.

The Sixth Annual "Night With the
Stars" was a huge birthday cele-
bration for 180 clients of The
Kennedy Center and the Disability
Resource Network, Inc.  Held at
the Easton Community Center,
this year's theme  was “Every Day
Is Like My Birthday" and was held
in honor of the late Shaun
Brennan, a former client of The
Kennedy Center, who always
loved birthday parties.

This free event was sponsored by
the AGAPE Society, a non-profit
organization dedicated to enhanc-
ing the lives of special needs indi-
viduals. IInn  hhoonnoorr  ooff  SShhaauunn
BBrreennnnaann,,  CCiinnddyy  CCiittrroonnee  aanndd  hheerr
hhuussbbaanndd  RRoobbeerrtt,,  cclloossee  ffrriieennddss  ooff
tthhee  BBrreennnnaann’’ss,,  ddoonnaatteedd  $$55,,000000  ttoo
TThhee  KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr’’ss  NNoorrmmaa  FF..
PPffrriieemm  FFoouunnddaattiioonn  AAllzzhheeiimmeerr''ss
CCeenntteerr  aatt  FFaauusstt  HHaallll in Bridgeport.
Cindy is also a member of the
AGAPE Society.

Cindy Citrone presents a $5,000 check
to l to r: Sharon Nzekwu, Faust staff
Fayonne Johnson, Faust Manager and
Kathie Cepetelli, Therapeutic Rec. Mgr.

Mary Ellen Brennan-Connelly receives a
memorial plaque for her brother Shaun
from Cindy Citrone.
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Inside the New & Nearly New Shop. All have fun at the Annual Bowling Banquet
sponsored by the Auxiliary.

JJOOHHNN  HH..  &&  EETTHHEELL  GG..  NNOOBBEELL  CCHHAARRIITTAABBLLEE  TTRRUUSSTT

AAGGAAPPEE  SSOOCCIIEETTYY//CCiinnddyy  &&  RRoobbeerrtt  CCiittrroonnee

FFAAIIRRFFIIEELLDD  CCOOUUNNTTYY  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  FFOOUUNNDDAATTIIOONN



CELEBRATING THE POTENTIAL OF ALL PEOPLE

RECOGNITIONS

Four Kennedy Center artists were
accepted into the Third Annual
Connecticut Senior Juried Art
Show held at Pomeraug Woods in
Southbury CT: Fred Elander, Teddy
Sutton, Patricia Della Rocco and
Elizabeth Holdsworth.  The panel
of four judges for the over 200
entries from 20 towns in
Connecticut choose Elizabeth's
drawing "Pink Flowers" as the
second place winner!

Marty Schwartz, President and CEO
of The Kennedy Center for over
30 years was presented with the
2010 Lifetime Achievement
Award from the Connecticut
Community Providers Association
(CCPA). He is pictured with from
l to r: Peter Carbine, V. P. of
Kennedy Center Residential
Services,  his wife Elaine Schwartz,
Matthew Reyher, President & CEO
of ARI in Stamford, and Valerie
Reyher, V.P. of Kennedy Center
Rehabilitation Services.

The Kennedy Center of Trumbull
was recognized nationally with a
2010 National Family Caregiving
Award. The Kennedy Center was
the sole agency in Connecticut to
receive this prestigious honor. The
awards ceremony was sponsored
by the National Alliance for
Caregiving and the MetLife
Foundation. The agency was
awarded $20,000 to continue and
enhance their support for care-
givers. Peter Carbine, V.P. of
Residential Services accepted the
award for the Caregivers Program.

Dragen Lesko of Fairfield, an 18-
year-old young man with Down
syndrome, was recognized as the
Outstanding Person with Down
syndrome in Connecticut during
the 25th Connecticut Down
Syndrome Congress Convention.
He is the son of Tom and Diane
Quaranta of Fairfield and is a graduate
of the class of 2010 at Fairfield
Ward High School. Dragen perse-
vered two kidney transplants and
through it all has stayed strong.
Dragen is currently transitioning
into the world of work.
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Dragen is pictured with Laura Veneri,
Opportunities Unlimited coordinator, who
describes Dragen as “an inspiration to all who
work with him.”

TTHHEE  KKEENNNNEEDDYY  CCEENNTTEERR
aacchhiieevveess  ppeerrffeecctt  CCAARRFF  ssuurrvveeyy

The Kennedy Center, Inc. has received a three-year accredi-
tation from CARF, the Rehabilitation Accreditation
Commission. In addition to once again earning the highest
level of national accreditation possible, the organization also
distinguished itself for meeting every one of the nearly 600
standards. This is third time The Kennedy Center has
achieved a perfect survey. Less than 1% of organizations
internationally have attained this top level of accreditation.

According to Brian J. Boon, Ph.D., President and CEO of
CARF, “Our surveyors made no recommendations for The
Kennedy Center, which signifies that they did not identify
any areas of nonconformance to the standards.  This is an
extraordinary accomplishment, as only 3% of CARF surveys
result in no recommendations. Everyone involved in your
organization should take pride in achieving this high level of
accreditation. Programs, services and administration are of
the highest professional caliber."

This achievement marks the tenth consecutive three-year
accreditation awarded to The Kennedy Center by CARF, the
nation's accreditation authority in the fields of medical reha-
bilitation, behavioral health, and employment and communi-
ty support services.  

“I congratulate the entire Kennedy Center team for con-
tributing to such an outstanding accreditation report," said
Martin D. Schwartz, President and CEO of The Kennedy
Center. “The survey commended our professional and com-
petent staff as well as our many caring, committed volun-
teers, board members and managers. The high accreditation
we earned demonstrates how we all work together to produce
such exceptional results."

The CARF survey recognized The Kennedy Center for “pro-
gram services, business operations, management, and admin-
istration of The Kennedy Center that are very well executed
by a most competent, caring, committed, and enthusiastic
management staff of professional persons, which has result-
ed in a most effective, well-run service organization.
Longevity is a hallmark of the executive and management
teams."

The report also noted “throughout the organization, from line
staff to the President/CEO, morale is high.  This is fostered
by clear communication of the mission and values of The
Kennedy Center throughout the organization and its high
degree of commitment to meet the individual needs of per-
sons with disabilities."

In addition, “employers have expressed high satisfaction with
services provided through The Kennedy Center.  They report-
ed that clients referred have been well matched to their job
skills and job coaches have provided excellent and attentive
coaching and follow-through, frequently going the extra mile."

KKEENNNNEEDDYY  CCEENNTTEERR  AARRTTIISSTTSS

MMAARRTTYY  SSCCHHWWAARRTTZZ  //  CCCCPPAA  LLiiffeettiimmee  AAcchhiieevveemmeenntt  AAwwaarrdd

CCAARRIINNGG  FFOORR  TTHHEE  CCAARREEGGIIVVEERR

DDRRAAGGEENN  LLEESSKKOO  //  OOUUTTSSTTAANNDDIINNGG  PPEERRSSOONN



Over 200 supporters attended
The Kennedy Center’s 46th
Annual Four Seasons Ball hon-
oring outstanding volunteers
DDoonnnnaa  aanndd  DDiimmiittrrii  AAllaattaakkiiss, co-
owners of the Circle Diner in
Fairfield and the Sherwood
Diner in Westport.  

This fun night featured sumptu-
ous cuisine, dancing to the lively
band Cracked Ice, and two
interactive games, “Heads or
Tails" and “Let's Make a Deal." 

TThhee  FFoouurr  SSeeaassoonnss  BBaallll    wwaass  ccoo--
cchhaaiirreedd  bbyy  FFaaiirrffiieelldd  rreessiiddeennttss
AAnnnnee FFoolleeyy  aanndd  hheerr  hhuussbbaanndd
PPeetteerr  aanndd  rraaiisseedd  oovveerr  $$110022,,000000
ffoorr  TThhee  KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr''ss
RReessiiddeennttiiaall  SSeerrvviicceess.. The couple
was lauded for their genuine
enthusiasm, dedication and end-
less energy in making the Four
Seasons Ball such a success. 

Major ball sponsors at the
Sapphire level included: BBeellttoonnee
HHeeaarriinngg  CCeenntteerrss ooff  NNYY  &&  CCTT,,  

GGEE  CCaappiittaall  MMeeddiiaa,,  CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss
&&  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt;;  PPeeooppllee''ss  UUnniitteedd
BBaannkk,,  aanndd  VVaann  WWaaggnneerr
CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss,,  LLLLCC..

In addition, TD Bank was
the Emerald sponsor, while at
the Ruby level were: Bigelow
Tea, BlumShapiro, Insurance
Exchange, Inc., Merit
Insurance, Mina Foods Inc.,
Patriot National Bank, Pullman
& Comley LLC, and Silverstone
Electric Company.

46th Annual Four Seasons Ball
EVENTS 2010-11

Tribute Honorees Dimitri and Donna Alatakis (center)
are welcomed by Co-chairs, Anne and Peter Foley.

Marty Schwartz, President & CEO, presents
the Alatakis’s with the Tribute Journal. Betsy & Ed Ryan

Bob & Barbara Scinto with
Joe Potenza

Ken & Kathleen Kearns with Bonnie
Britz-Thurnauer & Art Thurnauer

Tom O’Hara and his wife
Cindi Bigelow

First Row from l to r: Rob Reuter, Sandy & Kevin
Walsh, Michelle & John Bisack. Back Row: Diane
Reuter, Kevin & Michele Brown, Laura & Joe Pehota.

Front Row from l to r: Stephanie Scheetz, Kathy LaSota,
Melissa Finzi, Rosemary Pomer. Back Row: Bob Scheetz,
Steve LaSota, Michel Finzi, and Frank Pomer.

Nearly 400 guests were trans-
formed to another time and era
during The Kennedy Center's 20th
anniversary Auction/Cabaret. The
grand ballroom of the Trumbull
Marriott resembled a speakeasy
cafe reminiscent of the Roaring 20s. 

TThhiiss  mmaajjoorr  ffuunnddrraaiisseerr  ffoorr  TThhee
KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr  CChhiillddrreenn''ss
SSeerrvviicceess  PPrrooggrraamm  ttoottaalleedd  aa  nneett
$$6644,,000000..  This annual event has
benefited thousands of children
in Connecticut with and without
disabilities to achieve their
dreams and to triumph. 

The chairman of this event was
Christine Donahue Brown of
Fairfield. As part of the evening's
festivities, two Kennedy Center
Cabaret Clocks were presented
to two outstanding individuals.
KKrriisstteenn  CCaarrlleeyy  ooff  TTrruummbbuullll  was
recognized for being a dedicated
member of the cast for over 10
years, while CChhrriissttiinnee  BBrroowwnn  was
feted for being the inspirational
founder of the Auction/Cabaret.

“The Kennedy Center is
extremely indebted to the ener-
getic and amazingly talented
Christine Donahue Brown, who
developed this fundraiser idea
over 20 years ago," said Martin
D. Schwartz, President and CEO
of The Kennedy Center. “Thanks
to Christine and the dedicated
cast of volunteers she recruits,
the auction/cabaret has raised
close to one million dollars for
our Children's Services
Programs."

The generous top sponsors of
the Cabaret at the Silver level
were KKoosskkooffff,,  KKoosskkooffff  &&  BBiieeddeerr,,
PPCC  aanndd  MMeerriitt  IInnssuurraannccee.  Bronze
sponsors included DDoonnaahhuuee  &&
BBrroowwnn,,  LLLLCC,,  TTDD  BBaannkk  aanndd
HHSSBBCC.. In addition, the following
sponsors contributed at the
Signature level: Barnum Financial
Group/Foundation for Life, G.
Pic & Sons Construction
Company and Purdue Pharma. 

THECABARET
CELEBRATES  20YEARS

The Cabaret Cast wows the crowd again with
another spectacular performance

From l to r: Kathy Reynolds, Phil Kuchma, Steve
& Moreen Donahue, Marty Schwartz, President
& CEO, and Christine Brown, Chair of the event.

Representing the HSBC sponsorship are from l to
r: Senior VP Kevin & Ann Marie Fitze, State
Rep. Tony Hwang, VP Chad & Donna Stewart
and Rochelle & Thomas Powell.

Dressing the part are l to r: Janet DeBenedetto,
Liz Pouyat and Christine Vagnone

Having a great time are Peter & Sondra Kennedy
with Debbie & Bob Jones.

A special performance was made by the 2011 win-
ner of “The Voice” Javier Colon and ‘92 Cabaret
Alum Lauren Kerstetter. 
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Koskoff, Koskoff & Bieder, PC

We salute 
the Kennedy Center 

for the vital work 
you do. 

Helping people with their legal needs since 1936
Medical Malpractice Premises Liability 

Civil Rights  Product Liability 
Class Actions Automobile Negligence

Commercial Litigation Personal Injury 

KOSKOFF, KOSKOFF & BIEDER, PC
800-366-4421 � www.koskoff.com
BRIDGEPORT  � DANBURY  � NEW HAVEN  � STAMFORD 

For more information: Atty. Jim Horwitz

T R U S T .  E X P E R I E N C E .  R E S O U R C E S .  R E S U L T S .

www.THEKENNEDYCENTERINC.org

Over 250 area residents lent their
support and brought a little magic
to the lives of children with
autism by attending The Fifth
Annual Magic Moments fundraiser.
TThhee  eevveenntt  rraaiisseedd  oovveerr  $$113311,,000000  ffoorr
TThhee  KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr''ss  AAuuttiissmm
PPrroojjeecctt..  

The night was full of fun surprises:
a fabulous silent auction, music by
the Merwin Mountain Band, per-
formances by magician Bill Herz
and the mentalist Jon Stetson, and
great hors d'oeuvres prepared by
Celebrations by Carlson.

Prior to the main event, connois-
seurs enjoyed a VIP winetasting
reception. Exquisite food and a
high-end selection of wines and
champagnes from MMooeett--HHeennnneesssseeyy

UUSSAA  wweerree  pprreesseenntteedd  bbyy  wwiinnee
eexxppeerrttss  ffrroomm  HHaarrrryy''ss  WWiinnee  &&
LLiiqquuoorr  MMaarrkkeett  ooff  FFaaiirrffiieelldd.   

Magic Moments was cochaired and
founded by Dr. Pietro Andres and
Kristine George Andres of
Fairfield. “All the programs we
offer the community through the
Autism Project would not exist
without the dedication and com-
bined efforts of Co-Chairs Kristine
and Pietro Andres, the Magic
Moments Honorary and Planning
Committees, volunteers, contribu-
tors and friends of The Kennedy
Center," said Martin D. Schwartz,
President and CEO of The
Kennedy Center. “Since there are
no state funding sources available
for children with Autism
Spectrum Disorders and their

families, The Kennedy Center is
financially dependent on this
annual event to underwrite our
autism programs for the entire
year.”

Many sponsors contributed to the
success of Magic Moments.  Top
sponsors included: the MMoorreelllloo
FFaammiillyy of Wilton, JJeeffff  aanndd  CCiinnddyy
DDwwoorrkkeenn  of Easton, AAuuttiissmm
SSppeeaakkss,,  SSuussaann  aanndd  FFrraannkk  CCaarrrroollll
of Wilton, PPaauull  aanndd  JJooyy  HHoorrttoonn of
Fairfield, LLaazzaarrdd  CCaappiittaall  MMaarrkkeettss,
BBaannkk  ooff  FFaaiirrffiieelldd,,  DDiiaannaa  PPaauulliinn
aanndd  hheerr  hhuussbbaanndd  MMiicchhaaeell  LLyynncchh
of Stratford; LLiinnddaammoooodd--BBeellll  
LLeeaarrnniinngg  PPrroocceesssseess,, and PPeeddiiaattrriicc
HHeeaalltthhccaarree  AAssssoocciiaatteess. Media
sponsors were Patriot National
Bank, WEBE 108 and WICC, and
Morris Media Group.

The Autism Project offers specially
designed programs, opportunities
for inclusion, information and
referral, support groups, work-
shops and trainings and new serv-
ices for unaddressed needs. Some
of the unique programs include: 11
Social Activity Groups, two
Respite Groups and one Sibling
Group. 

For further information on the
Autism Project, please contact,
Rose Abreu-Sanchez at
203.332.4535, ext. 247 or email
her at rsanchez@kennedyctr.org.

To date, over $600,000 has been raised
since the inception of Magic Moments

and more than 400 families have
accessed services provided through

The Kennedy Center’s Autism Project.

The Dworken Family, Ben, Cindy, Jeff and
Jared make it a family affair.

Chair Dr. Pietro Andres (center) greets
Sponsors Joy and Paul Horton.

Shawn and Monica Matthews join Dr.
Howard Taubin and Nancy Samuelson.

Representing the Bank of Fairfield sponsorship
was from l to r: Lucy & Pres. Frederick
Reinhardt and Heather & Michael Pia.

Sponsors Diana Paulin and her husband
Michael Lynch enjoy the VIP winetasting.

Michele Barnes, Charlotte Morello with
Diane & Curtis Arledge. 

Pictured above are from l to r: Chris
Morello, Co-chair Kristine Andres, Charlotte
Morello and Co-chair Dr. Pietro Andres.
The Morello Family were this year’s Event
Sponsor.

7

5 YEARS OF
MAGIC 
MOMENTS



TThheessee  nnaammeess  rreepprreesseenntt  ddoonnoorrss  ffrroomm  JJuullyy  11,,
22000099  tthhrroouugghh  JJuunnee  3300,,  22001100..    PPlleeaassee  nnoottiiffyy
uuss  ooff  aannyy  ccoorrrreeccttiioonnss  aanndd  aacccceepptt  oouurr  aappoolloo--
ggiieess  ffoorr  aannyy  iinnaaccccuurraacciieess  oorr  oommiissssiioonnss..

OOuurr  ssiinncceerree  tthhaannkkss  ttoo  aallll  ooff  yyoouu..  

EENNDDOOWWMMEENNTT  22000099--1100
NNAAMMEEDD  FFUUNNDDSS
$$1100,,000000  iiss  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  lleevveell  ffoorr  aa  
NNaammeedd  FFuunndd

Fred and Fran Ahlbin Fund
John A. Broadhurst Fund
Julie Brown Fund
Wanda Carroll Fund
Edward J. Clark Fund
Como Family Fund
Maggie Daly Fund
Dekker Family Fund
John & Joann English Fund
Flynn Family Fund
GRASP Fund
Bernard Green Fund
Griffin Family Fund
Michele A. Hunter Fund
Joy & Bert Kaiser Fund
Mary Kasper Fund
Kennedy Center Auxiliary Fund
Carolyn P. Mooney Fund
Jenny Moorin Fund
Cecile Newell Fund
Gota Norell Fund
Noren Family Fund
James Rebeta Fund
Jason Robards Fund
Martin D. Schwartz Fund
Daniel B. Smith Fund
Stassa Family Fund 
Ernest Trefz & Joan Trefz Fdn. Fund

EENNDDOOWWMMEENNTT  AANNGGEELLSS
$$55,,000000--$$99,,999999

Mr. and Mrs. Bertram Kaiser

EENNDDOOWWMMEENNTT  SSPPOONNSSOORRSS
$$11,,000000--$$22,,449999

The Bannow-Larson Foundation, Inc.
Mrs. Isobel C. Broadhurst
Mr. and Mrs. Roger C. Carroll
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Clark
Mrs. Maggie Daly
GE Foundation Matching Gifts Program
Attorney and Mrs. Ronald B. Noren

EENNDDOOWWMMEENNTT  BBEENNEEFFAACCTTOORRSS
$$550000--$$999999

Ms. Barbara-Ann Cavanaugh
Mr. Michael W. Lynch 
Mr. James F. Murphy
Mrs. Margaret Sjodin

EENNDDOOWWMMEENNTT  PPAATTRROONNSS
$$225500--$$449999

Ms. Theresa A. Brown
Ms. Denise L. Fenton
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Ogden, IV
Shedler & Cohen, LLP

EENNDDOOWWMMEENNTT  SSUUPPPPOORRTTEERRSS
$$110000--$$224499

Dr. and Mrs. Robert D. Chessin 
Mr. and Mrs. Juda Chetrit
Mr. Kevin Connell
Mr. and Mrs. George T. Dietrich
Ms. Gail M. Dorset
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph T. Godlewski
Mrs. Ruth Green
Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Miner
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Mooney
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Mory
Ms. Elizabeth J. Reichlen
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Viani

EENNDDOOWWMMEENNTT  FFRRIIEENNDDSS
$$11--$$9999

Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Baldwin
Ms. Wendy Bloch
Mrs. Elizabeth Broadhurst-Viani
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Calderbank
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy C. Dailey
Mr. Steven D'Amato
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce E. Dillingham
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Felberbaum
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Ferreira
Mrs. Ellen S. Gang
Mr. Stuart M. Gordon
Ms. Sandra Gross
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan E. Kass
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Linden
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent L. Molinaro
Ms. Diane M. Pivirotto
Prudential Financial, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Rosoff
Ms. Fredda Takacs
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Weissman

2009-10 ENDOWMENT DONORS
TThhee  KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr,,  IInncc..
22001111--1122  BBOOAARRDD  OOFF  DDIIRREECCTTOORRSS

OOffffiicceerrss
SStteepphheenn  AA..  SSmmiitthh VViiccee--CChhaaiirr
VViinncceenntt  AA..  GGrriiffffiinn,,  JJrr.. TTrreeaassuurreerr
MMaarryy  GG..  BBrroowwnn SSeeccrreettaarryy

BBooaarrdd  ooff  DDiirreeccttoorrss
PPiieettrroo  GG..  AAnnddrreess,,  MM..DD..
RRoobbeerrtt  DD..  CChheessssiinn,,  MM..DD..
JJoosseepphh  DDeennnniinn,,  PPhh..  DD..
AAlliiccee  FFeerrrreeiirraa
BBaarrbbaarraa  FF..  GGrreeeenn,,  EEssqq..
RRaannddyyee  KKaayyee
BBrriiaann  KKeennnneeddyy
MMiicchhaaeell  NN..  LLaaVVeellllee,,  EEssqq..
MMiicchhaaeell  LLyynncchh
JJiillll  MMaassssaarrii
LLeeoonnaarrdd  MMiilllleerr
RRaacchheellllee  MMiittcchheellll
HHeerrbbeerrtt  HH..  MMoooorriinn,,  EEssqq..
SSaannaatthh  NNaallllaaiinnaatthhaann,,  MM..DD..
RRoonnaalldd  BB..  NNoorreenn,,  EEssqq..
VViinncceenntt  SSaannttiillllii
RRoobbeerrtt  AA..  SScciinnttoo
BBeennjjaammiinn  MM..  SSttrroonngg

LLiiffeettiimmee  DDiirreeccttoorrss
DDoorrootthhyy  BB..  LLaarrssoonn

PPrreessiiddeenntt  &&  CCEEOO
MMaarrttiinn  DD..  SScchhwwaarrttzz

PPeetteerr  JJ..  FFoolleeyy  
22001111--22001122

CChhaaiirrmmaann  ooff  tthhee  BBooaarrdd  ffoorr  
TThhee  KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr

TTHHEE EENNDDOOWWMMEENNTT FFUUNNDD
IISS IIMMPPOORRTTAANNTT FFOORR OOUURR FFUUTTUURREE

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO START A NAMED FUND,
REMEMBER THAT

YYOOUU AARREE AABBLLEE TTOO PPLLEEDDGGEE AANNDD

CCOOMMPPLLEETTEE TTHHEE $$1100,,000000  GGIIFFTT

OOVVEERR AA PPEERRIIOODD OOFF SSEEVVEERRAALL YYEEAARRSS..  
THE GIFT GOES TO WORK RIGHT AWAY

IN PROVIDING LONGTERM

SUPPORT FOR THE KENNEDY CENTER

AND A CHARITABLE DEDUCTION FOR YOU. 
THAT’S A WWIINN--WWIINN SITUATION.

FFOORR IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN CCOONNTTAACCTT

JO ANN MCMULLAN at 203.365.8522, ext. 229
OR EMAIL JMCMULLAN@KENNEDYCTR.ORG

Three visitors from Rotterdam, Netherlands recently
toured The Kennedy Center to share ideas and learn
about a similar program in the United States. For
years, their non-profit agency, Pameijer in the
Netherlands, had heard about the innovative and high
quality programs offered by The Kennedy Center. 

Celebrating the success of this international exchange
were, left to right, the following administrators from
The Kennedy Center: VVaalleerriiee  RReeyyhheerr, VP of
Rehabilitative Services; MMaarrttiinn  DD..  SScchhwwaarrttzz, President
and CEO of The Kennedy Center; and LLyynnnn
MMccCCrryyssttaall, VP of Kennedy Industries; pictured with
RRiicchhaarrdd  WWeeiinnggaarrtteenn of the Forward Spiral Association
in New Haven, who organized the tour; JJaann  AAllbbllaass
and WWiillmmaa  vvaann  MMeeeerr from Pameijer; PPeetteerr  CCaarrbbiinnee,,
VP of Residential Services from The Kennedy Center,
and MMiirriiaamm  HHooppmmaannss, President of Pameijer.  8



AANNNNUUAALL  GGIIVVIINNGG  22000099--22001100
TThheessee  nnaammeess  rreepprreesseenntt  ddoonnoorrss  ffrroomm  JJuullyy  11,,
22000099  tthhrroouugghh  JJuunnee  3300,,  22001100..  

AANNNNUUAALL  GGIIVVIINNGG  KKEENNNNEEDDYY  SSOOCCIIEETTYY
2255,,000000++

Anonymous
The Kennedy Center Auxiliary, Inc.
People's United Community Foundation

AANNNNUUAALL  GGIIVVIINNGG  IINNNNEERR  CCIIRRCCLLEE
$$1100,,000000--$$2244,,999999

Louis H. Bleiweiss Trust
CVS Caremark Charitable Trust
Fairfield County Community Foundation
Koskoff, Koskoff & Bieder, PC

AANNNNUUAALL  GGIIVVIINNGG  AANNGGEELLSS
$$55,,000000--$$99,,999999

Cyrus W. & Amy Jones & Bessie Phelps
Foundation, Inc.

David & Eunice Bigelow Foundation, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph B. Dennin
The Ernest C. Trefz and Joan Trefz Foundation
Ferguson Family Foundation, Inc.
Ms. Nancy Hendrickson
Quidditch Foundation, Inc.
Unilever United States Foundation, Inc.
United Way of Milford

AANNNNUUAALL  GGIIVVIINNGG  PPAARRTTNNEERRSS
$$22,,550000--$$44,,999999

Mr. and Mrs. David C. Bigelow
Ms. Teresa A. Carroll
Mrs. Maggie Daly
General Electric Company
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher J. LaCroix
Probus Club of Greater Bridgeport
Southport Congregational Church
Ms. Diane Thompson

AANNNNUUAALL  GGIIVVIINNGG  SSPPOONNSSOORRSS
$$11,,000000--$$22,,449999

Dr. and Mrs. Pietro G. Andres
Anonymous
AT&T United Way Employee Giving
Campaign

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Brown
Ms. Barbara-Ann Cavanaugh
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent J. Como
Mr. and Mrs. William M. DuBois, Sr.
Fairfield Math Club
Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Foley, Jr.
GE Foundation Matching Gifts Program
GE Real Estate
Mrs. Nancy A. Habetz
Mr. and Mrs. David J. Kmetz

Knights of Columbus / St. Theresa Council 
No. 2961

M. J. Oross Electrical Construction & 
Communication, LLC

Newtown Savings Bank Foundation, Inc.
Ms. Jane Rimer
Mrs. Lois O. Robards
Standard Oil of Connecticut, Inc.
The Ruscito Family Foundation
The United Illuminating Company/UI

Employee Giving Campaign
Truist/United Way Special Distribution

Account
Trumbull Chamber of Commerce

AANNNNUUAALL  GGIIVVIINNGG  BBEENNEEFFAACCTTOORRSS
$$550000--$$999999

Mr. Hector Bravo
Bridgeport Energy, LLC
Mrs. Isobel C. Broadhurst
Ms. Helen Buchla
Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius F. Carroll
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen D. Colhoun
Rev. Msgr. J. James Cuneo
EXTEL Communications, Inc.
Mr. Donald B. Fries
Hagani Foundation, Inc.
Holloway Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Kelly
Mr. Paul F. Monahan
Ms. Elizabeth J. Reichlen
Dr. and Mrs. Martin Rosenblum
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen A. Smith
St. Huberts Foundation Trust
The Drummond and Ruth Bell Foundation

AANNNNUUAALL  GGIIVVIINNGG  PPAATTRROONNSS
$$225500--$$449999

A Bead of Roses, LLC
Dr. Jeffry Ackerman and Ms. Andrea Goodman
Ash Creek Enterprises, Inc.
Bank of America Matching Gifts
Barnum Engineered Systems, Inc.
Atty. and Mrs. Collin P. Baron
Mrs. Lena L. Bartomioli
Ms. Leni Bentch
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond G. Birks
Mr. Hubert N. Blackwell
Mr. and Mrs. David Breiner
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas R. Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert C. Buster
Mr. and Mrs. David F. Calliari
Ms. Bridget Carboni
Ms. Ann T. Carroll
Mr. and Mrs. Philip R. Carroll
Dr. and Mrs. Robert D. Chessin
Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Clarida
Mr. and Mrs. Harris L. Cohen
Mrs. Moreen O. Donahue
Ms. Doris M. Ganga
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent A. Griffin, Jr.

Ms. Patricia B. Hayman
Mr. and Mrs. Geert C. Kortlandt
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Kristiansen
Mrs. Rosemary Madelung
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome E. Mitchell
Ms. Sylvia Quinn
Mr. James Rapp
Rotair Industries
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Skenderis
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew G. Skoronski
Specifications Plating, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Christian J. Trefz
Mr. and Mrs. Harry N. Twiss
United Way of Western Connecticut, Inc.
Zorbas Diner of Bridgeport, Inc./Galaxy Diner

AANNNNUUAALL  GGIIVVIINNGG  SSUUPPPPOORRTTEERRSS
$$110000--$$224499

Alloy Engineering Co., Inc.
Arthur I. Platt Co., Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Auger
Mr. T. Axt & Mr. A. Hassell
Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. Bacall
Benabad Caravan 100, Inc.
Benjamin Moore & Co./Matching Gifts Dept.
Bob's Discount Furniture Charitable Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. John V. Broadhurst
Mr. and Mrs. Frederic D. Brown
Mr. George W. Brown
Ms. Louise Buono
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Canavan
Atty. Richard A. Cerrato
Dr. and Mrs. Octavio G. Choy
Ms. Andrea K. Clemente
Mr. Jesse M. Clemons and Ms. Lorina Alterio

2009-10 ANNUAL GIVING DONORS
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For the past two years, PPrraakkrriittii  KKuummaarr has
donated dollars she earned as a math tutor
for the Fairfield Math Club to The
Kennedy Center.  This year, Prakriti pre-
sented Marty Schwartz, President & CEO
of The Kennedy Center, with a $400
check.  She told Marty that she had heard
about the programs and services the
agency provided to people with disabilities
and wanted to help.



AANNNNUUAALL  GGIIVVIINNGG  SSUUPPPPOORRTTEERRSS  ccoonntt..
$$110000--$$224499

Connecticut Basement Systems
Connecticut Plate & Art Glass Co., Inc.
Corporation for Independent Living
Mr. Christopher M. Crosby
Mr. and Mrs. Russell R. Curl
Dr. and Mrs. William M. Delaney
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J. Della Gioia
Mr. and Mrs. Carmen D. Denicola
Ms. Mariann C. DePasqua
Mr. and Mrs. George T. Dietrich
Mr. and Mrs. John S. DiPasquale
Ms. Gail M. Dorset
Ms. Mary Ann O. Douglas
Ms. Katherine B. Duban
Mr. Bradford R. Durrell
Mr. and Mrs. David E. Ellis
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph T. Everard
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Feldsher
Ms. Denise L. Fenton
Mr. and Mrs. Edward R. Fitzgerald
Ms. Elisa Gallo
Ms. Shirley C. Grant
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth E. Green
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold R. Gustavson
Ms. Irene A. Harrigan
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert F. Harrington, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Hasak
Ms. Jeannette R. Held
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Hoydilla
Mr. and Mrs. Fred W. Hurley, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Donald R. Hyman
Imperial Dental Associates LLC
Iroquois Gas Transmission System, L.P.
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert B. Kaehler
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene J. Karpovich
Mrs. Therese G. Karr
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence A. Katz
Ms. Judith S. Keenan
Mr. and Mrs. Henry R. Kelly, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin J. Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J. Kempf, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Klee
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest A. Knecht
Mr. Astrit Kondo and Ms. Sybil Allen
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Lankton
Mr. David S. Lavine
Mrs. Carolyn Linsey
Ms. Mary Little
Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Litwinovich
Ms. Sheila K. Longhi
Mr. Robert G. Lucas
M. J. Metal, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Peter R. Mack
Ms. Frances R. Makara
Ms. Carol J. Martin
Sister Rosalita McNamee, SSND
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin S. Michaels
Mrs. Hilary Michaels
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony V. Milano
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Miller

Milton H. Friedberg Fund, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Molnar
Mr. Daniel R. Mullins
Ms. Sharon Murphy
Ms. Margaret B. Nemec
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Nielsen
Ms. Margaret A. O'Hara
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Oross
Ms. Arlene D. Pellegrino
Ms. Helen M. Polcek
Porricelli's Food Mart
Ms. Mary Ranalli
Ms. Darlene Robertson
Mr. and Mrs. Allan J. Rosen
Mr. John C. Ruby
Ms. Helen B. Russick
Mr. Thomas H. Ryan and Ms. Kathleen S. Orsini
Mr. Angelo V. Sabatino
Salon Darin
Mr. Andrew L. Schieffelin
Mr. and Mrs. Carl E. Schmid
Seymour-Sheridan
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Shea, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Frank M. Skoronski
Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Sobolewski
Mr. and Mrs. William Sterbinsky
Stratton Faxon
The Family of John Kennedy
The Kreitler Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. George Toth
United Technologies Matching Gift Program
United Way of Central & Northeastern
Connecticut
Mr. and Mrs. Norbert M. Van Loo
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Venman
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Weisman
Ms. Marisa Withrow

AANNNNUUAALL  GGIIVVIINNGG  FFRRIIEENNDDSS
$$11--$$9999

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest T. Amaral
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent N. Amendola
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Backiel
Mrs. Helen E. Barney
Ms. Teresa Beck
Ms. Krisann E. Benson
Mrs. Barbara Berg
Dr. and Mrs. Larry H. Bernstein
Mr. Timothy R. Bradley
Brake Fire Protection, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Glen D. Brelsford
Ms. Sharon J. Brown
Ms. Idalina Cachina
Ms. Sylvia Calabro
Mr. Alfonso R. Camara
Mr. and Mrs. Howard W. Cameron
Mrs. Gene R. Carpentier
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Carroll
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Carter
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Casey, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Castiello
Mr. and Mrs. Donald J. Cavanaugh, Sr.
Ms. Joan C. Cavanaugh
Michael & Kathleen Cepetelli
Ms. Sarah Chasse
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry P. Chieffalo
Mr. and Mrs. George J. Ciaccio
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Cimmino
Mr. and Mrs. Milton Cohn
Ms. Rose Conetta
Mr. and Mrs. Paul J. Connelly
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Cooper
Mr. and Mrs. Orlando Cristini
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Crockett
Ms. Joan R. Cronin
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Crossman
Mr. and Mrs. Charles V. Damato
Mr. Steven D'Amato
Ms. Lorraine M. Davis
Ms. Mildred A. DeFeo
Ms. Helen Delibero
Mr. and Mrs. Liberato Della Gioia
Mr. and Mrs. Alan P. Diamond
Mr. Robert N. Diamond
Ms. Sandra Dowling
Ms. Judith Eckert
Ms. Dorothy A. Edgerton
Ms. Lucia Eltgroth
Dr. and Mrs. Michael J. Emery
Mrs. Ria A. Eschert
Ms. Doris C. Farrell
Mr. and Mrs. George J. Ford
Mr. and Mrs. Russell A. Fortier
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence A. Fox
Ms. Nancy E. Freiler
Mr. and Mrs. George W. Adams, III
Ms. Susan Gamache
Mr. Frank Giannino
Ms. Kathleen Gilligan-Megrue

2009-10 ANNUAL GIVING DONORS
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JOIN THE PROBUS CLUB
SUNDAY, SEPT 18TH
JENNINGS BEACH

FAIRFIELD, CT
FOR THE

2011 BIKE THE BEACH
CHOOSE FROM RIDES OF 10, 20, 45 OR 62 MILES

AND NEW THIS YEAR

HIKE THE BEACH
A 5K FITNESS WALK

ALL PROCEEDS 
SUPPORT LOCAL CHARITIES

THAT AID INDIVIDUALS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
LIKE THE KENNEDY CENTER

REGISTER FOR EITHER AT:

BIKETHEBEACH.COM



AANNNNUUAALL  GGIIVVIINNGG  FFRRIIEENNDDSS  ccoonntt..
$$11--$$9999

Global Impact
Mrs. Dorothy Godlewski
Ms. Donna Goral
Green and Gross, P.C.
Mr. and Mrs. Harris Greenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Groglio
Mr. and Mrs. George A. Hassinger
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Heeks, Jr.
Mrs. Mona A. Howard
Ms. Josephine K. Hudak
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Huebner
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene S. Iaizzi
Ms. Judith A. AdamsMs. Doris M. Jenkins
Mrs. Jane V. Johnston
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Jose
Mrs. Janet Jurow
Mrs. Ellen Kadden
Ms. Phyllis Kansky
Ms. Patricia Karohl
Ms. Helen C. Kaufman
Ms. Nancy Kazzi
Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Kendall
Ms. Marguerite R. Kinsella
Mrs. Helen Kiraly
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart T. Klarman
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Klein
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Klein
Knights of Columbus Council No. 4716
Law Offices of Victoria J. Koch, P.C.
Mr. William J. Krahe
Ms. Cheryl S. Kreisler
Mrs. Lorraine Krueger
Judge F. Paul Kurmay
Mrs. Adaline M. Kuser
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford S. Larose
Ms. Jean Licitra
Ms. Alice G. Lupien
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence J. Lynch
Ms. Alice Madwed
Mr. and Mrs. Hayden A. Malone
Mr. and Mrs. Michael P. Marone
Mrs. Irene Masloski
Massimos Pizza & Restaurant, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard F. Maye
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth R. McClean
Ms. Ann Marie McConville
Ms. Lynn P. McCrystal
Mr. Gerald McDougall
Ms. Anita M. McGrath
Ms. Rita McManus
Ms. Joanne S. Meachen
Ms. Sandi R. Michaelson
Mr. and Mrs. David Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Gerard A. Mohyde
Ms. Susan H. Mooallem
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard E. Moorin
Ms. Clara E. Mora
Mr. Gus Moran
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph G. Motta
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest J. Murphy
Murren Insurance Agency

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen J. Nemergut, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Norton
Mr. and Mrs. Frank M. Nosal
Ms. Susan L. Oprendek
Mr. and Mrs. Dudley W. Orr
Ms. June Oshinski
Ms. Breda D. O'Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Paltrineri, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth L. Parker
Ms. Lynn M. Pellegrino
Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph R. Perrett
Mr. and Mrs. Carl B. Peterson
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts Program
Mrs. Diane W. Piatak
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Pieniadz
Mr. and Mrs. Dominic F. Proto
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Qubeck, III
Mr. and Mrs. Heriberto L. Ramirez
Ms. Beverly A. Reidy
Ms. Angela S. Richert
Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Rizzo
Dr. and Mrs. James P. Roach
Ms. Patricia A. Rock
Mr. James T. Ruas
Salon of Fine Arts, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Sammis
Mr. William Sapone and Ms. Mary A. Guerrera
Ms. Dorothy Savin
Ms. Dorothy Savino
Mr. and Mrs. Rocco J. Scali
Mrs. Linnea A. Scheck
Mrs. Roberta L. Schmidt
Ms. Johanna Schnitz
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Schultz
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence J. Schwartz
Mr. and Mrs. Harry A. Seltzer
SERV-ALL T.V./A.V.
Mrs. Mary S. Shevis
Ms. Pamela K. Sibley
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Siroky
Dr. and Mrs. Jonathan Sollinger
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Stablein
Stratford Firefighters Local 998
Ms. Wivan Sundman
Mr. David W. Super
Mr. and Mrs. John V. Susi
Mr. Robert E. Svensk
Mrs. Rosaria M. Taft
Mr. Robert Testani
Mr. Don E. Testani
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell Tilkin
Ms. Christine Tomaselli Vitale
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Tranzillo
United Way of Greater New Haven
United Way of Metro Chicago
United Way of Westchester and Putnam, Inc.
Valley United Way, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Vellturo
Mr. Joseph P. Vincenzi
Mr. William B. Wagner
Mrs. Helen B. Wasserman
Mr. F. Benjamin Watters, Jr.
Wells Fargo Community Support Campaign
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Woitowitz, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Austin K. Wolf
Ms. Shaohua Xie
Ms. Judith S. Zaluda
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond V. Ziko

2009-10 ANNUAL GIVING DONORS

DIGNITY    EMPOWERMENT    OPPORTUNITY

TTHHEE  NNOORRMMAA  FF..  PPFFRRIIEEMM
FFOOUUNNDDAATTIIOONN

TThhee  NNoorrmmaa  FF..  PPffrriieemm  FFoouunnddaattiioonn  rreecceennttllyy  
ddoonnaatteedd  $$331100,,000000  ttoo  TThhee  KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr,,
one of the largest rehabilitation agencies in
Connecticut. TThhiiss  ggeenneerroouuss  ggiifftt  hhaass  bbeeeenn
eeaarrmmaarrkkeedd  ffoorr  vviittaall  ttrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  sseerrvviicceess
pprroovviiddeedd  bbyy  TThhee  KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr  aass  wweellll  aass
TThhee  KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr''ss  NNoorrmmaa  FF..  PPffrriieemm
FFoouunnddaattiioonn  AAllzzhheeiimmeerr''ss  CCeenntteerr at Faust
Hall in Bridgeport.  

This major donation has been designated
for the purchase of three buses and three
vans totaling $245,000, while $45,000 has
been allocated to The Kennedy Center's
Norma F. Pfriem Foundation Alzheimer's
Center at Faust Hall.  In addition, $10,000
will be used for down payments on two
other vans. The Kennedy Center has one of
the largest transportation fleets in the
region and maintains over 100 vehicles for
its clients.

“The Kennedy Center is extremely grateful
to the Norma F. Pfriem Foundation for its
continued generosity," said Martin D.
Schwartz, President and CEO of The
Kennedy Center. “Last year we were
extremely proud to name our Alzheimer's
Center in honor of Norma F. Pfriem.  We
want to personally thank Paul Miller of
Fairfield, Chair of this Foundation, for rec-
ognizing the importance of our programs
toward enhancing the lives of so many
deserving citizens within our community.
TThhee  FFoouunnddaattiioonn''ss  ccoommmmiittmmeenntt  aanndd  oonnggooiinngg
ffiinnaanncciiaall  ssuuppppoorrtt  iiss  ttoo  bbee  ccoommmmeennddeedd,,
eessppeecciiaallllyy  ffoorr  hheellppiinngg  uuss  ttoo  mmeeeett  oouurr  ttrraannss--
ppoorrttaattiioonn  nneeeeddss  aanndd  oouurr  AAllzzhheeiimmeerr''ss  pprroo--
ggrraamm,,  bbootthh  ooff  wwhhiicchh  aarree  vviittaall,,  yyeett  rreecceeiivvee
mmiinniimmaall  ssttaattee  ffuunnddiinngg..""  

The Alzheimer's Center is the only facility
of its kind in Connecticut that serves people
with disabilities. This three-year-old pro-
gram has filled a huge service gap for aging
adults with both an intellectual disability
and Alzheimer's disease or dementia. 11

Paul Miller, Chair of the Norma F. Pfriem
Foundation, left, and Marty Schwartz, President
and CEO of The Kennedy Center, right, stand
by one of the new vans.



w
w

w
.th

ek
en

n
ed

yc
en

te
ri

n
c.o

rgOONNEE--OONN--OONNEE

On an unseasonably warm winters day in
February, Patricia McHugh had just fin-
ished her swim class at the Milford YMCA
with Kathy Cepetelli, Therapeutic
Recreation Manager for The Kennedy
Center. Although the visual remnants of
the snow that surrounded them belied the
fact, it felt and sounded like summer.
Seniors, children and families could be
heard laughing and splashing as they
enjoyed quality time together. 

A strikingly beautiful 50-year-old woman,
Patricia has an infectious smile that lights

up the room. You would never guess that
she has had a learning disability since
birth. LLiikkee  mmaannyy  ppeeooppllee  wwiitthh  iinnvviissiibbllee  ddiiss--
aabbiilliittiieess,,  oonnee  ooff  PPaattrriicciiaa''ss  ggrreeaatteesstt  cchhaall--
lleennggeess  hhaass  bbeeeenn  mmaakkiinngg  ffrriieennddss  aanndd  ffiinnddiinngg
ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  ttoo  ssoocciiaalliizzee..  

Patricia first attended The Kennedy Center
at the age of five. According to Patricia's
mother Genevieve McHugh, Patricia began
to speak for the first time only after a few
weeks of working with the phenomenal
Kennedy Center staff. While Patricia only
attended The Kennedy Center for two
years before the family moved away, her
mother expressed genuine gratitude for all
the support her daughter had received in
her formative years. Patricia returned to
The Kennedy Center when the family
returned to the Milford community five
years ago. ““TThhee  ssttaaffff  ooff  TThhee  KKeennnneeddyy
CCeenntteerr  aarree  iinnccrreeddiibbllee,,""  explains Genevieve.
“They go the extra mile to ensure Patricia's
days are occupied and she has a full life!" 

Patricia receives individualized supports
from The Kennedy Center's Life Skills
program that allows her to attend the

YMCA Aquasize program three times a
week. After swimming classes Kathie
accompanies Patricia to Milford area
restaurants, window-shopping, or goes for
nice walks on The Green. Occasionally
they go on special day trips or to other
events with Kennedy Center staff. "I
would feel bad if The Kennedy Center
didn't come and get me out of the house."
Patricia explained. Patricia is very proud of
the fact that she has lost weight. She also
expressed genuine happiness now that she
gets to meet others and make friends.  

In the last year, Patricia’s physical strength
and confidence has improved immeasurably.
According to Kathie Cepetelli, Patricia also
has lupus, diabetes and is a recent breast
cancer survivor. TThhee  KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr''ss
LLiiffee  SSkkiillllss  pprrooggrraamm  hhaass  iinnccrreeaasseedd  PPaattrriicciiaa''ss
ssttaammiinnaa,,  rraannggee  ooff  mmoottiioonn  aanndd  ccoooorrddiinnaattiioonn
tthhaatt  aallll  ccoonnttrriibbuutteess  ttoo  hheerr  oovveerraallll  hheeaalltthh..
“We see more rapid change towards gen-
uine holistic health when we work one-
on-one with individuals with disabilities,”
states Kathie. Today, Patricia has learned
better health choices and is no longer iso-
lated from her community.

A SUCCESS STORY

CELEBRATING THE POTENTIAL OF ALL PEOPLE

Pictured from l to r: Kathie Ceppetelli, Patricia McHugh and
Denise Migliaro, an intern from Southern CT State University.

THE DiMATTEO GROUP - GIVING BACK TO THE COMMUNITY
IInn  hhoonnoorr  ooff  tthheeiirr  rreecceenntt  5500tthh  aannnniivveerrssaarryy,,
tthhee  DDiiMMaatttteeoo  GGrroouupp  iinn  SShheellttoonn  hhaass  ddoonnaatteedd
$$5577,,000000  ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  DDiiMMaatttteeoo  FFaammiillyy
FFoouunnddaattiioonn  ttoo TThhee KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr..  This
family-owned and operated firm specializes
in insurance, employee benefits, income
tax and financial services.

TThhee  DDiiMMaatttteeoo  FFaammiillyy  FFoouunnddaattiioonn  iiss  ggeenneerr--
oouussllyy  ffuunnddiinngg  iinntteerriioorr  aanndd  eexxtteerriioorr  rreennoovvaa--
ttiioonn  pprroojjeeccttss  aatt  ttwwoo  KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr  ggrroouupp
hhoommeess::  Probus House, 755 Palisade Avenue,
Bridgeport and Old Good Hill Home in
Oxford.

Twelve staff volunteers from the DiMatteo
Group recently did landscaping projects at
the Probus House. These dedicated volun-
teers trimmed hedges, weeded, spread new
mulch and planted flowers.  In addition, a
new deck will be built and a bathroom will
be totally updated and renovated.  New
floors have been replaced throughout the
entire group home.  

Work on the Old Good Hill Home in Oxford
has been scheduled later this summer, when
a new awning and other repair projects
will be started.

Area contractors who are participating in the
Probus House project by offering discounted
supplies and services include:  Red Barn
Carpet in Newtown, Midland Development

in Shelton, Ferris Mulch in Newtown, East
Haven Builders in East Haven and Gary
Rebar Plumbing in Shelton.

“The Kennedy Center is truly indebted to
the DiMatteo Group and their Family
Foundation for coordinating this large-

scale project with their staff and vendors.
OOuurr  eennttiirree  aaggeennccyy  iiss  tthhrriilllleedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  ggeenneerr--
oouuss  oouuttppoouurriinngg  ooff  ggooooddwwiillll  tthhaatt  wwiillll  mmaakkee
oouurr  ttwwoo  ggrroouupp  hhoommeess  ssuucchh  aa  ssppeecciiaall  ppllaaccee
ffoorr  oouurr  cclliieennttss," said Martin D. Schwartz,
President and CEO of The Kennedy Center.

John DiMatteo, President of the DiMatteo
Group in Shelton, added, “We are thankful

to all our friends, family members and
customers who have so generously sup-
ported our golf tournament, which funds
our Foundation.  WWee  aarree  ffoorrttuunnaattee  ttoo  ggiivvee
bbaacckk  ttoo  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ffoorr  ssuucchh  aa  ggrreeaatt
ccaauussee  aass  TThhee  KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr  aanndd  ttoo  hheellpp
ppeeooppllee  wwiitthh  ddiissaabbiilliittiieess  lliivvee  iinn  ssuucchh  aa
hhoommeelliikkee  nnuurrttuurriinngg  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt.." 

Last year, the DiMatteo Family Charitable
Foundation was honored at The Kennedy
Center's Four Seasons Ball for their com-
mitment to this large community project.
They were recognized as a Residential
Medallion Sponsor of the ball, which raises
funds for group homes.

The DiMatteo Group has always been a
supportive corporate neighbor of the com-
munity.  This spirit of philanthropy resulted
in the creation of the DiMatteo Family
Charitable Foundation six years ago and their
annual golf tournament. Their Foundation
was established as a tribute to their late father
who was battling cancer at the time. 

“Our Family Foundation is committed to
funding research, education and finding a
cure for diseases that have touched the
lives of our friends, families, clients and
staff," said John DiMatteo. “We are proud
to have raised more than $125,000 for
over 10 well-known local and national
charities."

Standing with staff from the Probus House and Chairman of
the Board, Peter Foley & his wife, Anne are the twelve vol-
unteers from the DiMatteo Group.
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